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How To Guide 
---------------------------------------------------- 
A note on the use of the How to Guides 
The help guides included in this toolkit are introductions to the one 
approach towards undertaking research within online criminal 
archives, the British Newspaper Archive, Find my Past, and Ancestry. 
The guides are in no way comprehensive of all approaches taken to 
research within these databases and are intended as a guide towards 
getting started. This Help Guide will need the user to have a personal 
live subscription to the British Newspaper Archive; this is not provided 
by the Broken Futures team. 
 
 



 

Step 1: Select the individual you would like to research from the 
Crime and Punishment Archives or Generic Newspaper 
Research.  Open up the Onenote file for the individual, for an 
example, this How to Guide will utilise Oscar Wilde.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Step 2: Open Ancestry and click on search, and ‘search all records’ 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/


 

Step 4: Using Oscar Wilde as an example, input the information you 
have:  
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Step 5: Hit Search! 

 

Step 6: If a return shows a ‘matching person’, it means that another 
researcher has already built a family tree which incorporated the 
individual you have researched. It’s a good place to start! 
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Step 7: Choose the return you are interested in, for the example, we 
are going to use the 1881 England Census return, open it up on 
Ancestry and read through the transcribed version of the record. Head 
to ‘view’ to view the actual record. 

 
Step 8: Record the information for the individual in their biographical 
file stored in Microsoft Onenote and repeat for each record you locate. 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

End of How to Guide. 

 

 

 

 
 


